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Federal Railroad Administration, DOT § 236.590 

INSPECTION AND TESTS; LOCOMOTIVE 

§ 236.586 Daily or after trip test. 
(a) Except where tests prescribed by 

§ 236.588 are performed at intervals of 
not more than 2 months, each loco-
motive equipped with an automatic cab 
signal or train stop or train control de-
vice operating in equipped territory 
shall be inspected for damage to the 
equipment and tested at least once 
each calendar day or within 24 hours 
before departure upon each trip. 

(b) Each equipped locomotive shall be 
tested to determine the locomotive 
equipment is responsive to the wayside 
equipment and shall be cycled to deter-
mine the device functions as intended. 

(c) Each locomotive equipped with 
intermittent inductive automatic train 
stop or non-coded continuous inductive 
automatic train stop or non-coded con-
tinuous inductive automatic train con-
trol device shall be tested to determine 
that the pickup of the device is within 
specified limits. 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984] 

§ 236.587 Departure test. 
(a) The automatic train stop, train 

control, or cab signal apparatus on 
each locomotive, except a locomotive 
or a multiple-unit car equipped with 
mechanical trip stop, shall be tested 
using one of the following methods: 

(1) Operation over track elements; 
(2) Operation over test circuit; 
(3) Use of portable test equipment; or 
(4) Use of onboard test device. 
(b) The test shall be made on depar-

ture of the locomotive from its initial 
terminal unless that apparatus will be 
cut out between the initial terminal 
and the equipped territory. If the appa-
ratus is cut out between the initial ter-
minal and the equipped territory the 
test shall be made prior to entering 
equipped territory. 

(c) If a locomotive makes more than 
one trip in any 24-hour period, only one 
departure test is required in such 24- 
hour period. 

(d)(1) Whoever performs the test shall 
certify in writing that such test was 
properly performed. The certification 
and the test results shall be posted in 
the cab of the locomotive and a copy of 
the certification and test results left at 
the test location for filing in the office 

of the supervisory official having juris-
diction. 

(2) If it is impractical to leave a copy 
of the certification and test results at 
the location of the test, the test results 
shall be transmitted to either (i) the 
dispatcher or (ii) one other designated 
individual at each location, who shall 
keep a written record of the test re-
sults and the name of the person per-
forming the test. These records shall be 
retained for at least 92 days. 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984, as amended at 53 
FR 37313, Sept. 26, 1988] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 49 FR 3387, Jan. 
26, 1984, § 236.587 was revised. This section 
contains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 236.588 Periodic test. 

Except as provided in § 236.586, peri-
odic test of the automatic train stop, 
train control, or cab signal apparatus 
shall be made at least once every 92 
days, and on multiple-unit cars as spec-
ified by the carrier, subject to approval 
by the FRA. 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984] 

§ 236.589 Relays. 

(a) Each relay shall be removed from 
service, subjected to thorough test, 
necessary repairs and adjustments 
made, and shall not be replaced in serv-
ice unless its operating characteristics 
are in accordance with the limits with-
in which such relay is designed to oper-
ate, as follows: 

(1) Master or primary relays of 
torque type depending on spring ten-
sion to return contacts to deenergized 
position in noncoded continuous induc-
tive automatic train stop or train con-
trol system, at least once every two 
years; and 

(2) All other relays, at least once 
every six years. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984] 

§ 236.590 Pneumatic apparatus. 

Automatic train stop, train control, 
or cab signal pneumatic apparatus 
shall be inspected, cleaned, and the re-
sults of such inspection recorded as 
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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–10 Edition) § 236.601 

provided by § 229.29(a). When a loco-
motive with automatic train stop, 
train control, or cab signal pneumatic 
apparatus receives out-of-use credit 
pursuant to § 229.33, the automatic 
train stop, train control, or cab signal 
apparatus shall be tested in accordance 
with § 236.588 prior to the locomotive 
being placed in service. 

[61 FR 33873, July 1, 1996] 

Subpart F—Dragging Equipment 
and Slide Detectors and Other 
Similar Protective Devices 

STANDARDS 

§ 236.601 Signals controlled by devices; 
location. 

Signals controlled by devices used to 
provide protection against unusual 
contingencies, such as landslides, drag-
ging equipment, burned bridges or tres-
tles and washouts shall be located so 
that stopping distance will be provided 
between the signal and the point where 
it is necessary to stop the train. 

Subpart G—Definitions 

§ 236.700 Definitions. 
For the purpose of these rules, stand-

ards, and instructions, the following 
definitions will apply. 

§ 236.701 Application, brake; full serv-
ice. 

An application of the brakes result-
ing from a continuous or a split reduc-
tion in brake pipe pressure at a service 
rate until maximum brake cylinder 
pressure is developed. As applied to an 
automatic or electro-pneumatic brake 
with speed governor control, an appli-
cation other than emergency which de-
velops the maximum brake cylinder 
pressure, as determined by the design 
of the brake equipment for the speed at 
which the train is operating. 

§ 236.702 Arm, semaphore. 
The part of a semaphore signal dis-

playing an aspect. It consists of a blade 
fastened to a spectacle. 

§ 236.703 Aspect. 
The appearance of a roadway signal 

conveying an indication as viewed from 

the direction of an approaching train; 
the appearance of a cab signal con-
veying an indication as viewed by an 
observer in the cab. 

§ 236.704 [Reserved] 

§ 236.705 Bar, locking. 
A bar in an interlocking machine to 

which the locking dogs are attached. 

§ 236.706 Bed, locking. 
That part of an interlocking machine 

that contains or holds the tappets, 
locking bars, crosslocking, dogs and 
other apparatus used to interlock the 
levers. 

§ 236.707 Blade, semaphore. 
The extended part of a semaphore 

arm which shows the position of the 
arm. 

§ 236.708 Block. 
A length of track of defined limits, 

the use of which by trains is governed 
by block signals, cab signals, or both. 

§ 236.709 Block, absolute. 
A block in which no train is per-

mitted to enter while it is occupied by 
another train. 

§ 236.710 Block, latch. 
The lower extremity of a latch rod 

which engages with a square shoulder 
of the segment or quadrant to hold the 
lever in position. 

§ 236.711 Bond, rail joint. 
A metallic connection attached to 

adjoining rails to insure electrical con-
ductivity. 

§ 236.712 Brake pipe. 
A pipe running from the engineman’s 

brake valve through the train, used for 
the transmission of air under pressure 
to charge and actuate the automatic 
brake equipment and charge the res-
ervoirs of the electro-pneumatic brake 
equipment on each vehicle of the train. 

§ 236.713 Bridge, movable. 
That section of a structure bridging a 

navigable waterway so designed that it 
may be displaced to permit passage of 
traffic on the waterway. 
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